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NEW_SOVIET ENCYCLOPEDTA "DISCOVERS" MAO ‘TSE-TUNG W oy

Although both the first and
Entsiklopediya (Large Soviet Enc

vised in the second edition.

tween these articles.

Generasl Characteristics

second editions of the Bol'shaya Sovetskaya I'~
yclopedia) summarize the history of Chinese R
Communism, under entries headed "Communist Party of China," they contain varying .
estimates . the role of Mao Tse-tuns in the Chinese fommmist moveneni . This

report attempts to show how thoroughly the 'Bncyclopedic" estimate af' Mao's roie has been re - f:

Th s 15 done by presenting, in parallel colwmns,

parts of the texts of two articles from the 1936 and 1953 editions of the ency -
¢lopedia concerning corresponding
Party up to 1936, and by commenting on some of the significant differences be-

periods in the history of the Chinese Communist

In the first enitir the entry on the Chinese Jommunist Party is a section

of the article enti:le:

¢hina,"” but in the second edition this entry appears in

its own right as & separate article {as is true for all other Communist parties).
The first edition covers the Chinese Comminist movement up through 1936, the date

of publication of Volume 32,

Communist Party of China in t

Volrme 22, published in the fall
munism up to that time. The article in the first edition was written by a group

of scholars under the direction of Pavel Mif -- a leading Soviet authority on
cademy in Moscow in the late 1920's, and Comintern
930'5.  Author of the article in the canan? ot
tion is A. A. Martynov -- probably the Col A. Martynov who reviewed volume 1, 2,
and of the Russian editlon of Mao Tse-tung's Collected Works in the 1 December
19388 Krasnaya Zvezda, organ of the Minlstry of Defense USSR,

Chine, head of the Sun Yat-sen A
delegate to China in the early 1

Aside from these technical di

Chinese Communist Party in the fi

Chinese Communist movement.
role in the history of Chines

nent of the "correct" Marxist

various "deviationists" within th

trol of the party in January 1935

tionary strategy or tactics.

that from 1930 through 1936 the leading Chirese advocate of the "ecorrect' Marxist
line for China was Wang Ming (pseudonym for Ch'en St J-yu), head of the Chinese
Comrmu ist Party in 1931-1932 and subsequently Chinese delepata +~ the fomintern -~
emBUredt inthe' 1053 article for his' “left-deviationism,"

the same Wang Ming who is ¢

The

which allegedly caused grave harm

1935.

Among other differences b

oy

etween the two accounts regarding the estimate of
Mao Tse-tung's role in the revolutionary movement are the greater emphasis given
in the 1936 account to the role of Stalin and the Comintern in the Chinese revo-
lution, and to Communist endeavors emong the urban proletariat, and the differ-
ence in the bibliographical references in the two articles. The 1936 version
repeatedly refers to and quctes from Stalin's analyses of the revolul.on anu
varicus Comintern decisions on it, meking clear that these decisions were the
impetus behind every stratepic and tacticel line adopted by the Chinese Communist

fferences, comparison of the articles on the
rst and sezond editions of the encyclopedia
shows a sharp contrast in their evaluations of Mao Tse-tunz's role in the

The 1953 edition assipgns to Mao the outstanding

e Communism, holding him up as the leading propo-
-Leninist analysis of tie revolution, whose strate-
gic and tactical formwlations could not be successfully executed, because of

e party leedership, until he gained forral con-
- In contiast, the 1936 article contains but
two cursory references to Meo, without the slirhtest suggestion that he was the
orthodox Marxist-Leninist champion in China or that he had devised any revolu- \

in vhich the account appeared. The article on the
he secornd editlon of the encyclopedia, appears in
of 1953, and treats the history of Chinese Com-

earlier article in fact, gives the impression

to the Chinese ColMminist cause between 1931 and
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Party; the 1953 version contents itself with a general statement at the beginning =
about the aid given the Chinese Communists by Lenin's writings on "national-colo- B _Il _
nial revolutions,” the defeat of Trotskyite views on the Chinese revolution by

Stalin, and the “continual aig” glven the Chinese Communist Party by the Comrin 'E;
tern. i

The 1936 account has no references to any of Mao's works on the Chinase rev- b
olution. The references in the body o+ the article are exclusively to publica- °
tions of Stalin's speeches and Comintern decisions on the revolution and of Wang fh
Ming's formilation of united front tacties for the Chinese Communists in 1935, ‘
and the bibliography lists materials from generally the same sources. The 1953 i
account containg references only to Mso Tse-tung's speeches and writings, and has
no bibdiliography. Further, in its endorsement of the Macist strategy of conduct- ! i
ing the Chinese revolution in the countryside, the second edition omits the con- ' :

cern voiced in the first edition for Chinese Communist endeavors amonsr the urban
proletariat after 1927,

Orimins of the Communist Party of China

The first reference to Mao Tse-tung in both accounts of the Chinese Communist
Part: appeers in the same context -- that of Mao's role as one of the leaders of
the socialist study groups which arose in Chine after World War I. The 1953 ac-
count, however, gives more prominence to Mao by listing his name first among the
organizers of these grcups and by omitting the names of two others mentioned in
the earlier account as well as the earlier reference to Ch'en Tu-hsiu's important
Communist-oriented Shenghai group. The following are the pertinent passages from
the first and second editions of the encyclopedia, (All translations will follow
the paragraphing of the original articles, with the omission of &n entire para-
graph indicated by a full line of dots. All underlining is as in the original.)

Eirat Edition Second Edition
"... The founders of and principal "The Commmunist Party of Chinae !
participants in the first revolutionary vas established under the condi-
" groups came from the radical intelli- tions of an upsurge in the anti-
rentsia which took part in anti-imperi - imperialist, antifeudel movenent ,
alist movement after the war and the vhich had bepun in China on 4 May
Versailles Peace Treaty (Li Ta -chao, 1919 under the direct influence
Mao Tse-tung, Chang Kuo-t'ac, Ch'en of the Great October Socialist
Tu-hsiu, et al.), and they began estab- Revolution..., when the Chinese
lishing contact with the workers. Feel- proletariat began to emerge on
ing the " .ndous influence of the Great the arena of the political strug-
October . coletarian Revolution in Russia gle as an independent pclitical
and of the successful struggle of the foree. On 1 Julvy 1921, in Shanr-
proletariat in the USSR against imperi- hai there was illegally held a
alist intervention, they turned to the congress of representatives of
study of Marxism, and in 1920 Communist Marxist circles ond groups which .
groups began to emerge in various prov- had arisen in 1320 in the large
inces in China. Besldes the Shanghai cities of China under the leader-
group, headed by Ch'en Tu-hsiu, Crmmu- ship of Mao Tse-tung, Li Ta-chao
nist ‘-ganizations arose in Hunan, {(a.v.), and other Tipgures of the
Peip..yg, Canton, Hankow, and other cities, revolutionary movement." (p 200)

and also abroad among Chinese eminrangs
(in France and other countries).” (p 679)

Co. :ist-Kuomintang Alliance

In its discussion of the 1924-1927 pericd of the Chinese Revolution, which
was the period of the Kuomintans-Communist Party alliance, the second edit’on of
the encyclopedia gives Mao Tse-tung full credit for carrvins out the struggle
against Ch'en Tu-hsiu and other "deviationists," and points to two of his works

-
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written in these years as vitul in this respect.,

about Mao's role in this strugple, referring only to the part Stalin and the
Comintern played in exposing these errors.

Eirst Rdition

"The number of those who were
organized into reasant unions by the
beginning of 1927 reeched several
™ion.... By the Fifth Congress
(in May 1927), the Chinese Commy-
nist Party contained about 60,000
members, of whom more than half were
workers. These successes cowld have
been achieved only on the basis of
the complete defeat of the Trotskyite
line.... However, the Chinese Jom-
munist Party d1d not avoid serious
errors in these years, errors mainly
of a right-¢portunist character,
which testified to the great in-
Tluence of the national bourgeoisie
on the least stable elements of the
Communist Party, especially on its
Ch'en Tu-hsiuist leadership. Thus,
the lessons of the first attempt of
the Chinese bourgeoisie to restrain
the revolution... were not suffi-
ciently taken into account by the
Communist Party, which had not
anticipated, in spite of the varning
of the Sixth Plenum of the Executive
Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional, the inevitability of a
significant regrouping of class
forces..., When the critical days
of April 1927 arrived and it was
¢lear that Chiang Kai-shek was lead-
ing the movement of the national
bourgeoisie to the camp of militarism
and imperialism, the leadership of the
Communist Party did not organize mass
resistance to Chiang Kai-shek's coup
in Shanghai....

"The tasks of the Chinese Com-
mmist Party in this stage [the Com-
munist Wuhan Kuomintang stage, April-
July 1927] vere formulated by Com-
rade Stalin in the following manner:
[quotation rollows],

"In this period the Communist
Party of China was successful in
enlarging the organization of the
proletariat and in rousing the broad
peasant masses in southern China...
to agrarian revolution. However, it
was successful in this in spite of
its leadership, which was sliding
towards opportunism in this period.
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The first edition says nothing

Second Edition

"After the events of 30 May 1025... . ol

vhen the national-libera‘ion moverent A
unfolded throughout the country, the .
working class, led by the Chinese Com-

muniet Party, continued to march in the .
vansuerd of the revolution. Thenks to e
tle heroic efforts of the Cormmnists o
and the revolutionary elements of the

Kuominvang, the national-revolutionary

army, undertaking in July 1926 the

Northern Expedition (q.v.), shattered

the troops of the militarists in cen-

tral China. The Northern Expedition

was accompanied by an intensification

of the revolutionary movement of the

people. The membership of the Chinese

Communist Party rose to 58,000. The

nuzber of workers and employees organ-

ized in traede unions reached 2.8 mil-

lion; about 10 million peasants were

organized in peasant unions. A1l these

Successes were achieved by the organ-

izations of the Chinese Communist Party

in spite of the opportunist line which

Ch'en Tu-hsiu and other Trotskyites

and rightist elements, vho had insin-

uated themselves into the leadership

of the Cormunist Party, were condvct-

ing. In the struggle with Ch'en Tu-

hsiu and other deviationists, Mao Tse-

tung steadfestly defended Marxist-
Leninist theory, strategy; and tactics.
In works written during this period --

On Classes of Chinese Society (1926)
and Report on an Investigation into

the Peasant Movement in Hunan Province

1927) -- Mao Tse-tung made a Marxist
analysis of the classes of Chinese

soclety and alignment of class forces

in the Chinese bourgeois-demoeratic

revolution. Defining the social char-
acter of the naticnal (migdle) bour-
geoisle, its -ambivalent attitude toward
the revolution, and the inevitebility

of its constant vacillation, Mao

decisively rebuffed Ch'en Tu-hsiu and

other right-opportunists, who over-

estimated the role.of the bourgeoisie

in the revolution, and he showed that

only the Chinese working class could
and snould lead the anti-imperialist

end antifeudal revolution. At the same

time, Mao showed, on the basis of an

analysis of the peasant movement, the

incerrectness and harmfulness of the

views of the right- and "left' -oppor-

tunists, who did not see the development

S —
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"...The number of workers and
employees orgenized into trade unions
reached 2,850,000. In Hunan Province
the number of organized peasants ex-
ceeded 5 million, while in Hupeh Prov-
ince 2.2 million had entered peasant
unions by the middle of May 1927.
Communists varticipated in the central
government at Hunan as well as in
provincial Fovernments.... Cormu-
nists led armed peasant .self-defense
units in the villages and worers'
pickets in the cities.

"All this was achieved by the
Party mainly because of the defeat of
the wrecking line of the Trotskyites-
Zinovievites, which demanded that Com
munists irmediately break with the left
Kuomintang and prematurely raise the
slogan of soviets.

"The policy of the Comintern,
directed toward a strugple for the
democratic dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and Peasantry and agrarian
revolution, was opposed not only by
the Trotskyites and the Zinovievites,
but also by the rightists (Ch'en Tu-
hsiulst elements) in the Chinese
Communist Party, who were promoting
the defeat of the Communist Party and
the worker-peasant movement in the
Wuhan stage of the revolution by their
opportunist policy....

"The decisive role in the strugale
of the Comintern against right -opportunist
and 'leftist' errors in gquestions of the
Chinese revolution belongs to Comrade
Stalin. On the example of China, Comrade
Stalin theoretically developed and aug-
mented Lenin's teaching on the netional-
colonial question as an integral part or
the general question of the world prole-
tarian revolution.

"With surpessing clarity and with
consideration of all 1i.s Peculiarities,
Comrade Stalin determined the motive
forces and the basic stages in the
development of the Chinese revolution....

"Fighting on two fronts for the
purity of the omly correct Leninist line,
Comrade Stalin ccmpletely shattered tie
right-opportunist, liquidationist, and
ruanterrevolutionary Trotskyite views on
the problems of the Chinese revolution....

Cl
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Second Edition
s sdivion

in China of a tremendous peasant
revolution and the necessity for
the vorking class of Chins to lead
the revolutionary struggle of the
landless peasants and those with
little land -- the true allies of
the working class.

"The traitorous opportunist

-line of Ch'en Tu-iisiu and other
deviationists facillitateq the
counterrevolutionary coup of the
ri;ht-Kuomintangists in April 1927.
After Chiang Kai-shek's counter-
revolutionary coup, the Chinese
Ccmmunist Party, collaborating with

. the Wuhan leadership of the Kuomin-
tanz, carried out & line for the
Turther development I the revolu-
tion. The revolution as & whole
entered into g higher phase of its
development, into the rhase of an
agrarian movement. At the Fifth
Congress of the Chinese Communist
Party held in Hankow (April May
1927), a decision was adopted on
the development of the worker and
peasant movement in the new stage
of the revolution, and the right-
opportunist line of Ch'en Tu-hsiu
was subjected to eriticism. Under
the leadership of Mao Tse-tung and
others devoted to Leninism, the
Chinese Communist Party, in spite
of the perfidious line of the
opportunists, was successful in
expanding and strengthening the
organization of the proletariat
and in rousing millions of peas-
ants for the agrarian revolution."
(pp 200,201°

- L
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First Edition !
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"...Opportunists in the Centrul
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party, lea by Ch'en Tu-hsiu, impeded
the revolutionary movement, disarming
the proletariat, leaving the workers
and peasants without revoluticoary
leadership, ard pPlaying into the handa
of the counterrevolutionary bourgzolsiea.
This was one of the reasons for the
defeat of the revolutionary wmovement
in 1927. Under these ~onditions the .
Extraordin&ry Aurust Conference of
1927 (in Hankow) was called. The
conference, with the help of the
Executive Commitron af the Mremnte
Intern&tianal, severely criticiziay
errors comnmitted in the wabt and re-
moving the opportunist leadership from

is post, charied a consintent royrse
for the agrarian revolution, a coyrse
for an armed uprising, for the (wer-
throw of the now countersevelutienary
goverrment of the Kuemintang and for
the acquisition of pover by the workers
ond peasants.” (pp 684 -668)

Second Phese of the Chinese Revolution

The treatment accorded Lo 1928-1936 vericd of the Chinese revolution in the
two editions of the Soviet enc. *lopedis illustrates perheps best of aLl the sharp
difference between the conben < and retrospective Soviet evaluation of Mao
Tse-tung as & Chinese Comminist . ler.  Fop it was rrecisely during those rears
that Mao evolved and pul into practice as & eokesive whole the basie elements cf
his strategy for selalng power in China. Tuis strategy comprised organizing the
revolution in the countryside, creating: vegular ormed forces of the revolution,
and establishing viablie territorial bsses in the rural areas in vhich to defend
the aciievements of the revolution and from which to cxpend the revolution until

" ) all of China should be oenrulied. Moreover, it was during those years that a
Soviet government was established in China with Mao Tse-tung as its head (November
1931); that *he Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party moved from
Shangsbai te Jui-chin, Janesi Provinee (1931—32), vhich was the seat of the Soviet
government; that Mag's revoluticnary stratesy actually became the strategy of the w
Chinese revolution; and that Mao, whether or not he did take uver formal leader-
ship of the Party in January 1935, as the Chinese Communist line now claims,
beceme the nctual leader of the Chinése revolution.

o i

oy e

e
v

The article on the Chiinese Communist Farty in the 1952 editicn of the Soviet -
¢ncyclopedia discusses 4= period of the Chinese revolution in strictly Maoist
terms, i.e., Mao's stratewy vas the only eorrect one from 1928 on and was & con-

. sistent interpretatian of responsible Party decisions, but various "deviationists"
within the Party leadershin from 1951 to 1935 frustrated the successful execution
of this stralegy and were responsible for the varlous setbacks suffered by the
revolutioﬂéxy movement. The 1053 article Points to Mao's becuming the head of
the Soviet guvernment ig 1931 end to his taking over of Party leadership in January
1935. 1In contrast, the 1935 article menticns Mao only in rassing as one of the
leaders, along with Chu Teh, of the armed Jetachments which formed the nucleus
of the Chinese Rel Army. (For the inPormat ion that Mao headed the Soviet covern-
ment the reader must turn Lo tne rlion on China encitled "Historical Sketeh,"

s M) Uhis s ke second, and last, reference

subsection headed "Sovicts iy Chl,

)
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to Mao in the entire 1936 article. in this article, it is rather Wang Ming who
is identified with the revolutrcrary march of events in Caina frem 1930 on, since

-~ he is eredited with being the Chinese Commanis

ding the Party of "deviaticns" in 1930-1931,

up through 1936. However, in the 1953 editio

tionist."

L leader most responsible for rid-
and no f-thar deviations are cited
N, Wang Ming is “imself a "devia-

Not only is there r~ raference in the Tirst editisn to Mao's strategy of
conducting a successful vommunist revolution in the Chinesze hinterland in isola-

tlon from urban centers, bLut the attention glv.::

i in the account of the years

1928-1930 to Communi et werk among the urban preletarist makes it clear that such
a strategy was not contenplatea by Moseaw in thow@e years. In this connection it

16 interesting to note the difference hé

ween the twe versions of the decisionsg

adopted at the Sixth Cengress ofSthe CHYhesze Coramist Party in July 1928.
According ta vie 1335 version, fhe congrese "procizimed &s the basio task the
struggle for the masses, particularly the ervention of revolutionary trade uniong,
the organization of worg in mass Kumintane ton e unicns, ete." (p 688; see

translation beinw}
no such emphiasis;

- The 1953 acocat of the
Iy

SWOTH With trade unions {se

;ions of this congress indicates

¢ t..onslation below). The atten-

tien given in the earlier account to details of the labor movement in the cities
in the years 1928-192) contrists rarkediy with the specific statement in the

later version that auring rthose

years Mao nad formulated the strategy of "trans-

Terring the min enphasiz [1itesily, center of gravity] of Party work to the

rural areas 8o that the €rres

ot the working class might lead the revolutionary

struggle of the peasantz"ip &01; se¢ trensiation betow). Tt is clear from the

goltext of this stutement Lhal g

"ieadership of the peasant revolution by the

working class” is merely a formula Lo meet the requirements of orthodox Marxism-

in the last statement of the 1236 article:

- Leninism. Moscow's continuing interest in Commumist work in the cities is shown
"In Kuomintang territory, where 1t

has been driven deep wnderground, the Chinese Communist Party, under conditions
of the most brutal terror, i+ 1leading the broad prople's anti-imperialist move-
ment and the strike struggie of the working ciass." {p 694)

"The Sixtn Comresz: of the Chinesa
Cornimist Party (June-Juuy 19200 et durp-
ing the temporary 1uil in the rAVOiutinmay
movement which had arrived
inflicted bty the tourzeois:- rl bloe
on the workers and peasants in 1927, "in a
sharp struzzle on twe fronts .- arainsty the
right-ligquidators fsupportey: of crushed
Ch'en Tu-hsiuism} and asainst putschists
and semi-Trotskyites -- the Sivth Cenpress
worked out the political line of the Party,
basing its decisions on the follcwling find-
ings of the Ninth Plenum of the ecutive
Commitiee of the Commumnist Intevnaticnal,
which were later confirmed Ly the Sixth
Comintern Congrescs: 'Tha preseat period
of the Chinese revolution is the perfod
of the beurgeois-democratic revciution,
whicli has not been completed from the
economic point ~f view {a2grarian reveiy
tion and the destruction of reudal ra-
lations), or from the point of view of a
national struecci= against imperiatinm
{/mification of China and natiom ) §ode.
pendencej, or fr SRS ;L AU B AN S TY
the ciass nature of the yallng powe s

nothes

G-

Second Edition

"The Chinese Communist Party
ia the Period of the Second CLlvil
Revolutionary War {1927-1938).
After the Kuomintangists and their
fovernment in Wuhan crossed over
into the camp of counterrevolution,
the Chinese Communist Party, under
the assaults of foreirn and Jdomes -
tic reaction and after removing,
Ch'en Tu-hsiu and other oprortun-
lsts from their leadership {at
the Extraordinary Conference of
the Central Committee, 7 August
1027}, orpanized a number of up-
risings from antumn 1527 through
the spring of 1928.... Being
rear-guard battles of the revolu-
tion. vhich had suffered a4 tem-
porary lafeat, these uprisings
obened tie Second Civil Revolu-
tionary War, which was character-
‘et W dhe hegemony of the pro-
lctariet in the revolubion and
the rallying of the multimillicn
TEASATE Rasses around the working
clas=.  Considerabie harm to the
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First Edition

{dictatorship of the proletariat

and peasantry).' (The Communist
International in Decuments,
Partizdut, Moscow, 1933, p 7633,

The [Sixth] Congress [of the Chincse
Communist Party] proclaimed as the
basic task the struggle for the
masses, particularly the creation of
revolutionary trade unions, the organ-
ization of work in mass Kuomintang
trade-union organizations, ete.

The Congress proposed & program of
unaltered slogans for agrarian rev-
olution in the countryside, correct-
ing the errors of previous decisings
In providing the hasis fo- Lhi-se
decisions and in its tactics) eonciu-
sions, the Conpress did not eseaps
imprecise, erroncous fomlatisnz,
vwhich were later to give rise to =
right-opportunist line on &lllance
vith the kulaks (Li Li-:np .. T I gy
hmoawmmtﬂmspwimcpmuh-
arities of the development of the
Chinese revolut on... the Concrazs
gave directions for the creation of
armed detachments of werker: and
peasants for the organization of Soviet
authority in that part of +he Kuomintsng
territory where the people's r=uellinn
Wae succ2ssful, for a strupgpgle 1o P -
serve the centers of Scviet povaET and
Red Army detachments as strong points
of the future revolutionary ups:ree

"The year which foiloved ine Sivth
Congress passed with ‘Lo Communists
waging a strenuous battle ‘o y ore
the Party organizations which nad been
destroyed Ly the counterrevoluticn ang
demoralized by the right- and 'Lofrto
ldqyigdators and with partisan detaci-
ments ergeging in selfless énedunters to
preserve the armed forces and centers of
the revolutionary vorker -peasant power.
A majority of active Party members lost
Ahelr work during these difficnis YEARLS
According to the materials of the CTentra)
Committee of the Chinese Communist. Party,
the maximum number of workers in the
entire Party did nob exceed & 0On  ip
many large urban centers... Communist
organizational work was not carried on
for an extended period of time. After
the Wuhen period the nurber of revoliu-
tionary trade unions declined from T
to 81; driven deep undergroaund, they nad
no real mass character. ..

STAT

Second Edition

Successful conduct of the Party ifag
line was inflicted by the errors 1&
of the 'left'-deviationists, who l's
locked wpon the uprisings not as . La e

JsfeqsiVD hattles. divected towhrd .
the preservation and strengthening Y
of the revolutionary forces, but i
as offensive vattles. Thege ]
"left'~deviationist errors were

condemned 8t the Sixth Congress

of the Chinese Communist Party

i July 1928). The Sixth Congress

determined that the revolution

continued to be bourgeois -demo-

cratic in nature. Considering

the srrival of a new revolution-

1ry upsurge in the country as

irsvitable, the Chinese Communist

Party carried out the line of

vinning over the masses in the

city and village, of unfolding

the agrurian revolution, of es-

tablishing revoluticnary vases

in rural aress, of creating orpgans

of people's power -- organs of an :
anti-imperialist and antifeudal !
democratic dictatorship of the :
proletariat and peasantry, and of

the creation and maximum strength-

ening and increase of the Red

Army.

"An outstanding role in the
fuccesses of the Chinese Communist
Purty in the Second Civil Revolu-
t1onary War was played by Meo
Tse-tung. 1In his works Why Can
Red Pover Exist in China 1928),
The Strugrle in Chingkanshan
{1528), and others, Meo Tse ~tung
rave & Marxist analysis of the
situation which had developed in
China after the temporary defeat
of the revolution. Mao Tse -tung
showed that the main peculiaritics
of this situation weie the contre-
dictions amongt the imperiali ts
sqid ruling classes of China, the
ever-inereasing enthusiasm of the
peasants for the agrarian revolu-
tion, the concentration of the
Jarge military and police forces
of' Chiang Kai-shek and the im-
perialists in the large cities
of China and the weakness of their
forres .n the wural areas. WMao
Tse-tung, creatively applying
Marxist-Leninist principles to
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The new peedisv situstion in Chins,
cut the plan for the further
ot of the Chinese rovolutics,

1 tied for transfer: g the
ma L acphssie of ferty work to the
il mress so that the forees of the
g civss mipght lead the revolu-
BIY stiugrle of the reasants and
T2 erod enivrge the rove lutionary N
bases in the rural areas Mzo
iz showed that with corre\.t .Le&uer-
b Ly the Chinese Communist Party these
revclutionary basss could, through a pm-
Longed reveluticnary stiuggle, develop

ol coant gradeslly and les to the
vizstary of the revelution on an aii-rhi
w2ate,

Haye,

Tag ’.nJ'n:’:'" Communiste ied vhe

‘i%vux.:nuq, the building of

oAy wpp rt bases, and the

of & Red Army.... The Usntyz

2 <_rra-:mt Dr-nocratn_ Fepublic heaneJ
: g vas established. led ny
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the intervention of
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organizational skeleton cf this armed

struggle of the workers and peasunts...

As early as 1930, soviets, as orpans of
the revolutionarv-democratic dictoter-
ship of the proletariatl ana reasantrv
were fimly consolidated in Kiangs®
Province, signifying the trarsition
from the period of partisan wvarfsre to
the building of a regular worker-poss -
ant Red Army and to the ereabicn of
stable Soviet areas, in the tercitosy
of which the sgrarian pessunt revely-
tlon under the leadership of tiw e -
letariat headed by its vanguard y The
Communist Party, had . consistent
development

"Up to the summer of 1620, th-
Central Cemnittee of the Chipesr
munist Party, in spite of the in-
sufficiently consolidated c¢harac ter
of the leadership, which permitted 3
number of rightist as well as Leftiies
errors, in the main correctly carryed
out the decisions of the Sixth Con-
gress and achieved considerabhie suc
cess in the work of restorinmg Purty
organizations, strengthening ties
with the mssses, building s worier-
peasant Red Ammy, and enlarging tre
Soviet areas. However, Ly tie
swmer of 1930, a section of the
l2adeiship of the Central Qommitt.s
127 by Li Li-san bepsn to ccudar s -
'leftist’ -putsclEBtseni -Trotsiyite
line. The Li Li-san leaderziip 4i. -
torted the Party line on t wErRrian
revolution in the Soviet aros.... 5
ignored tneggork to expand the parvi-
sen wovement and to build a reguisr,
disciplined vorker-peasant Ked i rwy,
and disregarded the task of streng! h-
ening the arm 's rear, eonsolidating
the Soviet areas and creating a con-
tral Soviet govermment.

"

«-. These errors of the I
Li-san leadership of the Centra)
Cormittee of the Chinese Comm J
Party hampered the defeat of i
counterrevolutionary Kuomintan:;
offensive apainst the Soviet sress.
The Third Plenum of the Central
Committee of tiB.fhinese Communist
Party (Scptembdf 1930 took & com-
promising position on the Li Li-znn
line. Thir was exploited by the
rightist elements in the Farty 1ed
by Lo Cheng-lung; wilch attarked (he
Party line unddYy the liquidationisr

o

.-

31 CIA

., e

_RDP80-00809A000700200032-2 (NN

in the country, in which, together
with the workers, peasants, and the
revolutionery section of the intei-
ligentsia, broad layers of the petty
bourgeoisie and certain strate of
the national bourgeg¥iec vere also
inciuded. The orgenization of the
strugele apalnst the Japanese agpres-
surs berame the central activity cf
* Chinegs Communist Patfty. After
inning of the cceupation of
Meuehiuria, the Chisese Gommunist
Party called upon the people for
srmed resistance to the interven-
Under the leadership of
nists a people’s war
PGt LG apanese usurpers une
L in northesst Ghina and other
BUCH e (TOVe
Xa1-shek, perfidiously surrendering
Anzchuria to the Japanese impe:.l.-
1ns, continued its miiitary cam-
PalEns against the revolutionary
beses instead of combating Japanese
-2icn. ... A% & resvlt of the
sirisus 'leftist' errors of certein
teaders of the Central Comittee pr
the Chinese Communist Party (Wang
Minz [Ch'er Shao-yu] and Pa. Ku
[CB'in Pang-hrien]} the faveravle
werdivions which had developed as
ot of the major military sue-
of the Red Arny and the up-
of the ralicrwice unti-Jepe -
it in th2 country were
utilized for strengthoning the
olntionAary movemant. The '1ejt-
sote! epposed the creatimn of a2
wnitsd front of workers and pessants
with the patriotic eircics of the
Wusmintang Army and the petty urbsn
tnl wetionsl bourgeoisie and con-
ducted a sectarian policy, refusing
tc utilize legnl and semilegal possi-
biiities of revolutionery strugrle
in &resas under the control of the
Kucaintang government. In the rev-
olutionary bases, the-’'leftists’
committed serious errors in economie
pelicy, and also opposed the tmetica
of partisan and mobile warfare. This
erroneous 'leftist’ line, which pre-
véiled in the leading organs for U
yesrs {January 1931-Junuary 1935},
inflicted partlewlarly grave injury
on ithe Party and the revolution.
e Tertist errors led to verious
i e 2 the organizations of the
cese Communist Party in the terri-
Tovase e ew Wheeds tang coc b1, AS
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-hEn
slogan of ceasing work on creating e ¢ result of the policy of the 'le &‘; .
Red Army, abandoning the Soviet aress, ists,' the position of the units: &> {Q
ete.. Even before the Third Plenum of the Red Army after the beginning of T
the Central Commit;ee of the Chinese the fitth armed campaign of Chiang i
Comminist Party, a struggle had begun Kai-shek in October 1933 was ex-
in the Shanghei organization vnder the tremely unfavorable. The Chinese
1ead§rship of Ch'en Shao-yu (Wang Communist Party adopted a decision
Ming} against the Trotskyite line of to transfer the Red Army units to
Ii Li-san and, after the Third Plenum, northwest China. At the beginning
against its compromising position. This of the Long March, the 'leftists!’
. valiant strugple Tor a Bolshevik line contimued to commit gross military
. helped the Fourth Plenum of the Centraml errors, as a result of which thae '
Comittee of the Chinese Communlst Red Army units suffered grave
Party (January 1931), with the halp of losses. In January 1935, a historic
- the Executive Committee of the Communi- Enlarged Session of the Politbuio
International, completely to expc e 7i of the Central Committee, which took
Li-san and at the same time o crus. rlace under the leadership of Mao
the right-opportunist (I« Chang-lungict) Tse-tung, vas called in the city of .
elements. Tsun-1 ¢Kweichow Province), at which Bad
the errors of the 'leftists' were L
"The Fourth Flenum overhauled the subjected to sharp eritlcism, and )
personnel of the Central Committeze snd thzy were removed from the leadec—
Politburc of the Party, orgamizationally ship of the Party. There wvag formed
ensuring the carrying out of' the Comintern 2 pev lesdership of the Central Com-
line, and tuwrned to the fulfiliment of¢the  mittee hesdad by Mao Tse-tung, who
immediate tasks confronting the Purty -- from this time on has continucusly
increasing the [ighting ability of the Red beaded the Central Committee of the
Army, strengthening its proleterisn cadres, (hinese Communist Party." (pp 20L-
orgenizing a mass cameign in Xuomfntaag 202)

territory for the defense of the Soviet
areas, working out a correct economlc
policy, espascially the carrying out of &
consistent policy of confiscating land-
Zords’ land in the interest of the pess- :
ants, liquldating the counterrevolutionary :
organs in the Soviet areas...; improving
work in trade unions, csrecially in the
Kuominteng mass trade union organizations,
e€te. The Fourt> Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Farty |
initiated & period of the rapid Rolshevi- !
-zation of the Communist Party snd of
victories for the Soviet agrarian and
anti-imperialist revolution in a consid-
erable portion of Kuomintang terrivory.
The decisions of the Fourth Plenum of
the Chinese Communist Party formed the
basis of the subsequent decisions of the
First Congress of the Soviets of Workers'
-and Peasanta' Deputies of China (see
" chapter titled 'Zovicts in China').
- The decislons of the Fourth Plenum of
‘the Central Committee of the Chinese
Commmnist Psrty and of the First Congress
of Soviets ensured a tremendous upsurge
. in the mass movement and an increase ln
the confidence of the gillions of tollers
in the soviete and the Communist Party,
and they led to the victories of the

AR w =10 -
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woTker -possant army {vhich beeeme a
mighty armed force) in he struegle
againat the third, fourth. #nd fifth
Kuomintans :-F-rqmgn-. In theze
battlac gnq especially in the gr
march of the main foraes of i e Rz
Army from Kiangei to Szeanvan ( 10
19353, the seldicrs anl cfric
the f.‘m..c?e B2l Army provide
extrsordinary examo G e
herosin ani self-sacrifics . " 'y

£88-693

The fiest edition of i [
of tha Cniness Commnist Parry .ur.I‘ a
of The Chinsse Comminiets 5 FRELE:
} '..-m-'.rsu Teent plicy

Lo ampgeitt
ard "patriotic!
feont policy of tm. L,r~~1tT"i'
tad carii-r pointed ok, Mad Tie o
of this poliey in twn of hiin worps

;gli_rsj; Edition

"From 1he very tezinnin:s of the
Jap-inese interventi: my th
*rment und the Worker Pos
Proved Lo be e culy force
sisteatly up‘xw d the pnetg :
anit r't'.‘ul for arped resistsnee to
and for the orpaunization of a ratlona)
rr:romtlm Wy iboeration war an oo e e
of the territorial integrity wnd 1nle-
rerdence of (hara... .

Gt s -
ant Red Ay

A

"1t Manchuria the Conmmnisty Actiwely

fouzht for expandi ng the purtican pove -
rent. under the general sl Ot of erpoant.
an ormed resistance to the Jupa
Lators and estabiishing pe ;p'
T"Ll“l'l{ Ulp r].:f‘»n.vu o~y “'|,-‘5r

e vl

ST o

ufJ leers of the 1"Hx !\m\,r, k‘
it ints pructice A u.nit
iuperiatizt front, fews
unlertakings by the Commimizt Pripny
the Soviet government 1
1o be inadequate for b
and developme
Ucymx‘v AN rf:l" f

T OPLrepaTs
ol a paticusl -ros
¢ As the

ineddon

YL

«e2ant of the history
ited front" tactics
tdit for formilating
g y #ebing cn the directives
- e eaded the Chinese dele-
rf--" 2 to Vang Ming in this
"iellists" who, in allition
anited front of Comunists

‘

vaibion refers only tc the united

: Comminist Purty, which, it

Neade d g fier 102.‘), and to Mao's cvnosition

Second 1!

Chinese Comm _;.t ~aﬂ.y, the
onh March was suceessfully com-
rieted. Thiw, the Chineze Rud
insured ftcell of o fir
Jear in the forw of f soclalist
rower, the S i, and
created the o L Ly of dovel-
oping & striagizle ar-ainst the Jep-
aness dgprressors.  After the
rirlval of the basic units of

thie Chinese Red Army in Shensi
{153%", the Chinese Communist
Party ifatensified the struggle
to repulse the Japanese agpres-~
fora and strengthen the revolu-
tioodary forcas. In eonformlty
wilh tka chadsging sitvation in
China end the regrouping of clsss
{fore~s in 4he country, the Cen-
tiz: Committer of the Chinese
Comminist Party worked out the

g sic and tactical lire for
Hw period of struggle against
the wgrresaion of the Japanese
imperizlists, Thils line was set
torth in Mac Tse~tung's works:
) Tastire of Strugcie ﬁ.nam-;t

c _fmperigl ism (1‘)?53, Tasks
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Rirst Battton r00ad i vien
action was undercs tinated by Luose

. political groupings in Koomiutang
territory who wera reudy to purtic:.

L Furty of China in *"ﬂ

*-_ apancse llar ( wyv
ing into account thet,

pate in & rationud -ifberation war, EALR 'mv the workers, peasants, and the
The turning point in this quaction, y’ir}/ rban bour L—oiﬁie, but also the
which was a decigive one in the rotionn: hnvrrzvr::c.'lsie and even cartain
pollitical sit Lustion of thot tupe . ntrats of the comprador bourpesisie sng

Gacurrad at the Seventh - maintern Sandierds v epposing the Japa
fongress, where the Chls Congsn (- jrezgion, the Chincse Communist Pagty
nists Farcyia de.n”"-atluﬂ, he o c s othe matn task the entablishmet,
Warg Ming, beld: Yy, iu 1 arti-Japanese nstional front
manner, ard rauntry, the thors ugheoing

new tactic for the Chi afthenicy of the leading role of
Party, bszed on T4 warKingg ol in the wer arainst
Seventh Cang EUESs vhiich was 'U’«' 52 Llatll‘br-!'::, the sirensthent
the »eport of Comrn i Bimitem mazs democratic
cordipg to 1L directivz, the m nt an'l uf the peaple’s
1mpor'.ﬂn.t +s ol Comminists jy ‘l‘c— couniry.  The poltey
¥ remircionial the Tentral Commitize of
rrvist Party, which com-
mobilizution of the people
urgle against the Japanesa
80rs with the simultaneous

rhx Ting and development of the
PadPie’s democratic forees in the
\cmnrry, became the beels of the anrtiv.

tly ol the Chinese Commnist Party."
‘_J‘\,J)

d

.x:vg LS e=tang
LEoDLE L frond,
1' S laB F) 3 ching 1t h
to conh hw the expansion
Soviat movemsnt apd the =
of the armed might of Lhe £
‘with the deves LOprent of a pa
anti-lmperlialisy movemeatl in
entire country,* -heco.unmr-
$¢vcng__h_¥_d_m 14 Conores
1935, p 22}
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"in the naze of the
delegatlon, Qomrads Yans
lated tha neces avy ahar
and the drection of i
deVe inopment Gt the Soy.
the followirg minng:
musth consist of ap
with the Soilet go«enuw
the whole peapls

aroaps, ’cru?pn. |r'53
9 all prowinant pe
Tigures to orgrmi"e with oz
united peop.r. 8 govérmment o
defense. ' (Wong MJr.[ﬁ. Qu
tionary ary Movoms nt i

c oluvu sl € Coun r.3~

Chinese Suviet Repunhlin
tral Committes of the cumiend ot
Farly issued ap TApTesl Lo ALY the Veospie
of China on Resistancs 1o don and Se1-
vation of the Motherlssd,' -- & mosy im-
portant desument dsfirn g 3 L ihn
palitical line of the Ciiy y (lonme s
Party, which wrs ae.f,‘gn d fx thae s
of a un i.,t.J anLi—
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c ;2; In the autum o 1936, the Chinese - ‘g '
omtnist party reised the slogan of creating it ‘
a united 811-China democratic republic headed :;‘{p
by & parliament...." (gp 691—693{., ' f";:
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